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A B S T R A C T 
Chapter one introduces the natural landscape of Nuwara-Eliya and explains the location of 
the city, with it's climatic and topographical background and it's landscape elements. 
Chapter two describes the historical background of the city. It includes the pre-British period, 
that is during the king's time, its original landscape which was as virgin forest patches, and it 
describes the British period, which explains the starting of its transformation, to meet their 
needs. 
Chapter three concerns the present city of Nuwara-Eliya. It describes the post-
independence period and transformation of the city during this period. Further more the 
haphazardly added buildings and renovations which started to break down the English city 
character of Nuwara-Eliya due to the irrelevance of British ideas. The town evolved as a 
holiday resort for it's scenic beauty and as a commercial center due to a great increase in 
the area given to agricultural crops. 
The economy of the city dwellers much depended on the agricultural crops supplying rather 
than facilities during the holiday season. The problems and impacts associated with the 
development of the city including socio-economic and political problems, visual pollution are 
also looked in to. 
Finally the thesis considers how to restore the city by understanding what is relevant to the 
city now. Guidelines to enhance it's beauty, and proposals to restore the city sustainability, 
are considered. 
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I N T R O D U C T I O N 
Background of the study (Historic development) 
In the modern world most cities have developed economically, physically, demographically 
but in a rather haphazard and unplanned manner. They have grown rapidly during the past 
industrialization and its ultimate effect on the environment has given rise to certain 
problems. 
"Man shaped the environment to suit requirements, activities and behavior. The organized 
environment provides a setting for human activity..." (Reeki, F.R. USA p 63) 
We must begin to see these problems more analytically to understand the role of the 
environment in urban living and the interaction of city dwellers with the environment and 
their effect on environmental change. 
"Haphazard development of any urban community has a historic logic...."(Wingo Lowdon 
J.R. 1963 p78) 
Nuwara-Eliya is one of the important towns located in Sri Lanka's hills and influenced by the 
colonial occupation of the British. In comparison with other cities in Sri Lanka it differs from 
its topographical and climatic factors as well as its development. 
Nuwara-Eliya didn't become a town by planned intentions of the Sinhalese, but it evolved on 
its own, due its location and to colonial influences. This settlement and development of the 
city was credited to the British and therefore British architectural impacts can be identified 
clearly. Due to the closeness of the climate of Nuwara-Eliya to their native land they built 
their residences their homes away from home. 
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Pre-British Period 
The original landscape of the city consist of crispy clean of water and air with green virgin 
forests which were carpeted in hilltops. It was a transit and resting place on long journeys to 
the seat of power for the Kandyan Kings, which doesn't have sufficient evidence for 
S i n h a l e s e habitat from the old, and control the water supply to the downwards of the country. 
T here was various hypotheses about native history of Nuwara-Eliya. 
British Period 
Invention and the development of the city was credited by the British in the 19 t h century and 
therefore British architectural impacts can be identified clearly. Closeness of the climate in 
Nuwara-Eliya to their native land they built their residences and make home away from 
home. Governor Sir Edward Barnes, who found this sanatorium, built the Barnes Hall for 
himself and started a road from Kandy and encouraged the settlement of the place. In 1847 
the famous explorer Sir Samuel Baker visited Nuwara-Eliya and was so enraptured by the 
unspoilt beauty of the place, that he bought a large block of land establish a typical English 
village. 
British opened the forest patches in hilltops for cultivation of coffee, tea and European crops 
such as peas, beans, turnips, carrots and cabbages. They used this place as a get-together 
city and project the image of the British upper class in all the time, while working for their 
government and business organization. For their relaxation they developed community 
places like the golf links, the race course, Lake Gregory and a large number of clubs for 
reaction and social entertainment. They also had a hunting ground, Galways land, which is 
now a sanctuary, but locals were prevented from hunting. 
Post -independence Period 
After independence the British occupants of Nuwara-Eliya left the country. This started a 
change in ownership, which was practically completed with the nationalization of the tea 
estates. The new owners were the richer strata of Sri Lankan society. This class of people 
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desired to imitate and live like British nationals in Sri Lanka. Initially the local owners too 
wished to have their houses in Nuwara-Eliya as their second home in the cooler climate, but 
they soon found they could be occupied only during a continuous holidays due to Sinhala 
and Hindu New Year and Easter holidays. The climate in Nuwara-Eliya is moderately cold 
and desirable during this period. This led to a holiday season being created spurring the 
middle class too, to spend time on holiday in Nuwara-Eliya, although they could not afford to 
own and maintain bungalows on Nuwara-Eliya instead they had to be content with rented 
out rooms and lodgings. To meet this demand business entrepreneurs had to emerge as 
supplies of this accommodation. 
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